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DRAFT MINUTES 

 

PRESENT: R. P. McDermott, Chairman; M. Kasprzak, Vice Chairman; C. P. Graham, Selectmen; 

  L. A. Ruest, Town Administrator; K. Croteau, Secretary 

 

 

BUILDING INSPECTOR, CODE COMPLIANCE, HEALTH – MONTHLY REPORT 

The Board acknowledged the Building Inspector’s report for October.  M. Sikorski reported that he received 

an inquiry from a resident regarding permits for pellet stoves.  A discussion took place as to whether this 

would fall under the Building Department or the Fire Department.  The Board agreed that this matter should 

be addressed and asked M. Sikorski and Fire Inspector, J. True, to work out the details of permit 

requirements for alternative energy sources and present to the Board at a future meeting.  

 

Proposed Amendments to Fees (Warrant Article #9/2013) 

The Board acknowledged the proposed fees presented by the Building Inspector. 

 

ROAD AGENT – MONTHLY REPORT 

The Board acknowledged the Road Agent’s report for the month of October.  D. Robinson was not present. 

R. P. McDermott commented on the charge for moving the cardboard recycling dumpsters and the Board’s 

desire to review this with the Road Agent next meeting. 

 

FIRE CHIEF, AMBULANCE, EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT – MONTHLY REPORT 

The Board acknowledged the Fire Chief’s report for the month of October.  

 

Septic Pump Repair – Public Safety Building 

Chief Lord reported that the septic pump had failed after 17 years requiring replacement. 

 

MOTION:  To authorize the payment of $2,562.85 to Chase Water Systems for a new septic pump for the 

Fire Department. 

MOTION:  C. P. GRAHAM 

SECOND:  M. KASPRZAK 

UNANIMOUS 

 

Chief Lord commented that, so far this year, the Fire Department has received fewer emergency calls than in 

prior years. 

  

Proposed Amendments to Fees (Warrant Article #9/2013) 

Fire Inspector, J. True, presented the requested spreadsheet of the proposed fee changes showing comparison 

with Hampton, Exeter and North Hampton.  He reported that Hampton is currently in the process of 

researching for fee changes as well.  J. True felt that the fees presented were reasonable for Hampton Falls 

but that the fees do not cover the full cost of inspection time. 

 

POLICE CHIEF, ANIMAL CONTROL – MONTHLY REPORT 

The Board acknowledged the Police Chief’s report for the month of October. 
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Chief Dirsa reported there is a vacancy in the full-time ranks.  He introduced part-time Officer Nicholas 

McLellan to the Board.  Chief Dirsa recommended Office McLellan for the full-time position.  He mentioned 

that because Office McLellan already completed the training program for the part-time position, only an 

additional 14 weeks training at the Academy would be required.  The training is scheduled to begin in 

January.  C. P. Graham asked Officer McLellan if the training would conflict with his military obligations.  

Officer McLellan said he identified one day that would conflict but felt confident this could be resolved.  

 

MOTION:  To appoint Nicholas McLellan as a full-time Police Officer in Hampton Falls with a six-month 

probationary period. 

MOTION:  M. KASPRZAK 

SECOND:  C. P. GRAHAM 

UNANIMOUS 

 

Chief Dirsa reported that he is working on the disposition of the 1997 GMC Jimmy vehicle. 

 

Chief Dirsa reported that the Police Department is in the process of hiring part-time officers.  There are 

currently 20 applicants, 3 with part-time academy training; testing will take place on December 7. 

 

Chief Dirsa reported that he realized a cost savings of just under $1,500 when he ordered the cruiser radios. 

 

 OLD BUSINESS 

 

Financial Reports – General Fund Balance $370,920. 

Executive 

Account Payable/Payroll Warrants 

MOTION:  To approve Payroll Warrant #239 in the amount of $15,099.41 and Accounts Payable Warrants 

#382 in the amount of $678,190.98 and #383 in the amount of $4,737.84 as presented.   

MOTION:   M. KASPRZAK  

SECOND:    C. P. GRAHAM 

UNANIMOUS 

 

First Wednesday of January 2014 Meeting – Reschedule 

L. Ruest noted that the first Wednesday in January is the holiday, New Year’s Day.  The meeting for the first 

Wednesday will be postponed and combined with the Public Hearing to be held on Wednesday, January 8, 

2014. 

 

Selectmen’s Permit – Recreation Commission 

L. Ruest reported that she met with F. Ferreira of the Recreation Commission to discuss the Selectmen’s 

Permit process.  A discussion took place regarding the need for information from Public Safety Officials and 

receipt of required insurance certificates and knowledge of availability dates.  After discussion, F. Ferreira 

agreed to continue to use the Selectmen’s Permit process that is in place for most events other than those 

such as Historical Society’s request to use the bandstand on Veteran’s Day. 
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Financial Administration 

Treasurer – Investment of Town Funds 

L. Ruest referred to the email received from the Treasurer regarding increase in fees from the Provident 

Bank.  L. Ruest reported the Treasurer is looking for a better rate for the taxes due 12/16. 

 

Historical Society – Request to Clear Brush – 7 Drinkwater Road 

L. Ruest referred to the request made by D. French, Chairman of the Historical Society to clear brush from 

an area at 7 Drinkwater Road behind the antique gas pump.  The work would be done by the Historical 

Society, Seacoast Youth Services and possibly members of the Town Improvement Committee.  L. Ruest 

recommended that although the parcel is on town land, the Library should be notified as a courtesy.  She 

noted a Certificate of Insurance from the Seacoast Youth Services group will be required. 

MOTION:  To approve the plan proposed by the Historical Society to engage Seacoast Youth Services to 

clear out an area of brush at 7 Drinkwater Road on the right side of the Schoolhouse Building behind the 

antique gas pump upon receipt of Certificate of Insurance. 

MOTION:  C. P. GRAHAM 

SECOND:  M. KASPRZAK 

UNANIMOUS 

 

Other 

Selectmen’s Permit for Sale of Christmas Trees 

MOTION:  To authorize the Chairman to sign the Selectmen’s Permit for the Fire Department to sell 

Christmas Trees on the Town Common. 

MOTION:  M. KASPRZAK 

SECOND:  C. P. GRAHAM 

UNANIMOUS 

 

 

Public Comment 

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public. 

R. Ruest, Coach Lane, reported that the Town’s right of way at 25 Coach Lane had been altered and asked 

the Board to have the Road Agent assess the situation as there is a concern about possible damage.  The 

Board agreed and asked that the Building Inspector check for Zoning Ordinance violation and the Road 

Agent to inspect for damage.  R. McDermott reported that 35 Coach Lane may also have damage, as there 

has been heavy traffic there from a construction project. 

 

B. Mutrie, Brown Road, mentioned that the Town may want to look into the ACH process for transferring 

monies with the banks, rather than wire.  She also said that Credit Unions may be an option. 

 

R. Ruest, Coach Lane, asked the Police Chief if there was an ordinance for noise as he had been awoken by 

the noise from two leaf blowers at 6:45 a.m. recently.  Chief Dirsa noted the only ordinance for noise is in 

the Zoning Ordinance, not something the Police would enforce.  He noted a general rule of thumb for 
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contractors to begin work is 7 a.m.  R. Ruest is to bring the matter to the attention Code Compliance Officer, 

Mark Sikorski. 

 

Hearing no further comment, the Chairman closed the meeting to the public. 

 

 NEW BUSINESS 

Executive 

 

Timeline – 2014 Budget, Warrant Articles, Town Meeting 

The Board acknowledged the timeline prepared by L. Ruest for the upcoming Budget, Warrant Articles and 

Town Meeting. 

 

2014 Budget Increases/Decreases 

A discussion took place regarding the Town Warrant and the default budget figure presented.  The Board 

will meet early on December 4th at 6 p.m. to discuss the budget increases/decreases and the Town Warrant. 

 

2014 Budget Hearing Notice (January 8, 7pm, Town Hall) 

The Board Members signed the Budget Hearing Notice for posting and publishing in the newspaper. 

  

2014 Budget and Pay Plan 

L. Ruest reported that the plans have been updated through October end. 

 

2014 Warrant – review by town counsel and DRA 

The Board will discuss this at the December 4th meeting at 6 p.m. 

 

Tax Commitment – Second Billing 2013 

The Board Members signed the Warrant for use by the Tax Collector. 

 

Thank you – Donation of Funds 

The Board Members signed the letter of thanks for the donation of funds for purchase of Elm trees. 

 

Other 

L. Ruest referred to a proposal from 2-Way Communications for the purchase of a new desktop computer for 

the Building Inspector for approximately $1,545.87.  She explained there is $5,000 available in a warrant 

article and funds in the 2013 budget for the purchase of computers for Town Hall offices. 
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MOTION:  To approve the purchase of a desktop computer for the Building Inspector. 

MOTION:  C. P. GRAHAM 

SECOND:  M. KASPRZAK 

UNANIMOUS   

 

L. Ruest presented the Oath to certify the tax rate of $20.19 for 2013.  The Board Members signed the Oath. 

 

Public Comment 

The Chairman opened the meeting to the public. 

 

B. Mutrie, Brown Road, asked if bids were required for the purchase of computers.  R. McDermott answered 

a bid was not necessary in this instance. 

 

Hearing no further comment, the Chairman closed the meeting to the public. 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 11/6/2013 

MOTION:  To approve the minutes of the 11/6/2013 meeting as written. 

MOTION:  M. KASPRZAK 

SECOND:  C. P. GRAHAM 

UNANIMOUS 

 

At this time, L. Ruest brought up a concern regarding sign off requirements with Citizen’s Bank.  She 

explained that recently the Town Clerk had experienced some difficulties in processing transactions and 

discovered that new dual levels of sign offs were being required.  During the process of trying to meet these 

requirements, it became evident that the Town did not have enough staff to meet the requirements.  The bank 

has asked the Town to sign a waiver to opt out of the dual control requirement.  The Board agreed to allow 

the Town Administrator to sign the document but asked that different banks and banking requirements be 

researched in the future. 

   

MOTION:  To adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  

MOTION:  M. KASPRZAK 

SECOND:  C. P. GRAHAM 

UNANIMOUS 

 

 

 

 

Next Selectmen’s Meeting – Wednesday, December 4, 2013, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall 


