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PRESENT:  Richard P. McDermott, Chairman; Larry M. Smith, Vice Chairman; Mary Ann Kasprzak, 

Selectwoman; Lori A. Ruest, Town Administrator; Susan H. Ayer, Secretary 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

General Fund Balance $_1,986,122.00 

 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/PAYROLL/TREASURER/TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS 

WARRANT(S) 

 

MOTION: To approve the following warrants as presented by the Bookkeeper and the Treasurer: 

 

Payroll check warrant  #312 $27,007.18 

Accounts payable warrant  #481 $67,959.20 

Check warrant (Treasurer) B $5,219.40 

Check warrant (Treasurer) C $482.50 

 

MOTION: M. Kasprzak 

SECOND: L. Smith 

UNANIMOUS 

 

 

OPENING OF TOWN REPORT BIDS 

Of six solicited, the Town Administrator received and opened in public session three bids for the 

printing of the Town Report. 

Each bid included pricing for 200 books and for 250 books: 

Company 200 book price 250 book price 

Keystone Press, Manchester NH $1,903 $2,135 

Image Wise, Hampton Falls, NH $2,335 $2,849 

Select Print, Brookfield, MA $1,597.40 $2,048.20 

 

 L. Ruest will take the bids under advisement and bring a recommendation to the board. 

 

WINTER ROAD MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 

L. Ruest reported that she has not received word from Town Counsel regarding resolution of contractor 

disputed matters of the contract. The Board will meet as soon as possible to discuss the issue, once the 

Administrator has advice from Counsel. Wednesday, September 9
th

 at 9:30 AM was set aside as a 

possible date. 
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LETTER OF SUPPORT RE: ELIMINATING ADEQUATE EDUCATION GRANT CAP 

Senator Nancy Stiles was present and joined a discussion of the board regarding a suit by the City of 

Dover against the State over school funding. 

The Town of Hampton Falls has drafted a letter of support for Dover, saying in part, that “The statute at 

issue in the suit places an unconstitutional cap on education adequacy aid….and its effect is to down-

shift costs from the State to the local taxpayers.” 

There was a discussion of the suit and how the school funding cap works. The Senator said that she and 

another senator worked together in 2012 to restructure school funding, and put a cap on growth. 

Subsequently, it was found that many communities are lacking a “stability vent.” She said that 

something needs to be done, as the State is giving some communities extra money, while others are not 

getting enough. There is a bill being proposed that would allow the cap to go up. 

L. Smith asked if money would be paid in arrears to school systems involved. Senator Stiles answered 

that nothing is paid in arrears unless there is a court case. 

It was noted that the Hampton Falls school system was contacted. They will be watching the suit, but 

have no plans at this time to draft a letter of their own. They have asked the Town for a copy of any 

letter it sends. 

 

TURNAROUND ON INTERSTATE 95 

Senator Stiles told the Board that her purpose in attending the meeting tonight was to share information 

about a proposed turnaround on Rte. 95.  She said she had talked to the State DOT and State Police. 

After the I-95 construction workover the Taylor River Bridge is completed, they will put in a turnaround 

that will enable emergency vehicles quicker access to the southbound lanes from the Hampton Falls 

area.  

 

Discussion with the Senator continued on the subject of the gas tax (a continual appropriation that is not 

tied to the budget, highest it can go is 5 cents per gallon), and other ways of raising money for highways 

such as increased tolls or a road tax. 

 

REPURCHASE OF DEEDED PROPERTY, MAP 4, LOT 5-05 

The owner of the property at Map 4, Lot 5-05 has paid past taxes and penalties on the property and a 

new deed has been drafted, putting it back in the owner’s name after it had been deeded to the Town. 

The Board signed the deed for recording at the Registry. 

 

SCHEDULED BUDGET WORK SESSIONS 

Work sessions for the 2016 budget will be held on the following dates:  Thursday, September 17, Friday, 

September 18, Wednesday, October 28 and Thursday, October 29. 

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2016-2021 

CIP work sessions will be held on September 16 and September 23.  
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Selectmen’s proposals were discussed, including trussing of the Town Hall building (this was judged to 

be a minor configuration to the Town Hall addition, and will be addressed by the Town Improvement 

Committee) and replacing the main access door. This will need to go to committee as well, for proposals 

and pricing. ADA requirements will need to be met when replacing the door. 

 

SELECTMEN’S PERMIT – USE OF TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM 

The Parks and Recreation Commission is sponsoring yoga classes that will take place on September 14, 

21, 28, and October 5, 19, and 26, from 6:00 until 7:00 PM. They have requested use of the Town Hall 

meeting room for this purpose, and have submitted a Selectmen’s Permit Application.  

There is no conflict with use of the room on those dates and times. The fee was waived as the activity is 

sponsored by a Town committee. 

MOTION:  To authorize the Chairman to sign approval of the Selectmen’s Permit, with the condition 

that  receipt of a certificate of insurance from the applicant is required. 

MOTION:  L. Smith 

SECOND:  M. Kasprzak 

UNANIMOUS 

 

SELECTMEN REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 

Selectman McDermott reported that the Library is talking about replacing a main access door, and 

discussed ADA requirements. They also discussed landscaping and building repairs. The search for a 

new Library Director is going forward, with finalization of the job description and interview 

questionnaires. The operating budget for 2016 was discussed. 

 

Selectman Smith said that there was no Energy Committee meeting last month. He was unable to attend 

the School Board meeting, and to date the minutes have not been posted on the School website, although 

the meeting was nearly a month ago. He will look into this tomorrow night at the September meeting. 

 

Selectwoman Kasprzak said that the Heritage Commission has not met, aside from an emergency 

session to address a situation in which someone wanted to move a building that met Heritage 

requirements. She said she was unable to attend that meeting.   

The Planning Board had little on the agenda, but there were several lengthy discussions. One discussion 

centered on the definitions of agriculture and agritourism, which need to be added to the Zoning 

Ordinance. This will be worked on at the September meeting, and a public hearing on changes will be 

held in October. 

The Social Media Policy was also discussed at the Planning Board meeting, as the Planning Chair 

needed to sign the new policy. 

Avesta Housing will not be appearing before the Planning Board until October. They have been before 

the ZBA for clarification of one of the conditions of approval of their variance, involving the time frame 

for construction.  The timing will be extended by the need for Avesta to apply for financing between 

construction phases. A letter is to be forwarded by the ZBA to Avesta, clarifying that there will need to 

be at least a year, and maybe longer, between the completion of one building and the start of the next. 
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AMERICAN LEGION- MONUMENT REDEDICATION 

American Legion Post 35 will be rededicating their Global War on Terrorism Memorial Monument on 

Friday, September 11, 2015. The dedication will take place at the American Legion Post, 69 High Street 

in Hampton. This year’s speakers include Governor Margaret Hassan and the National Commander of 

the American Legion, Dale Barnett. Also in attendance will be families of the fallen and dignitaries from 

the State. 

HIGHWAY BLOCK GRANT 

L. Ruest informed the Board that notification has been received from the State DOT of the State 

Highway Block Grant Aid available to Hampton Falls for the fiscal year 2016. The total amount in 4 

payments is projected to be $64,238.32. This increase includes 7% of the 4.2 cent gas tax hike. 

 

 

OTHER: 

 

AGRITOURISM 

Senator Stiles said that she has been in communication with Chairperson Charlyn Brown of the Planning 

Board as well as Glen Coppelman, of the Rockingham Planning Commission, regarding the definition 

and legislation of Agritourism.  Mr. Coppelman has been attending meetings on the subject; it will be 

coming through as a new bill this year. 

EXPENDITURE REPORT 

There was a discussion of the expenditure report and transfers from trust funds. L. Ruest noted that 

highway bills to be posted to the highway capital reserve fund are in the hands of the Bookkeeper, and 

so are not showing on the report yet. 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

The MS 1 and MS 4343 reports have been prepared, signed and sent to the DRA. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT SPEED TRAILER AND ROUTE 1 TRAFFIC LIGHTS 

L. Ruest explained that there are matters being inquired about that relate to both town and state road 

matters.  She recommended that the matters be forwarded to the Highway Safety Committee for review 

and recommendation.  One matter relates to vehicles speeding on a State Road.  Chief Dirsa was asked 

to place the speed trailer at an area of Route 88 for a period of time. 

Problems with the sequencing of traffic lights at Depot Road and Route 1 have been identified again. At 

a joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and Department of Transportation, it was identified that the 

age of the control mechanism was seen as a factor.  This matter will be forwarded to Committee as well. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE TIRES 

The Board acknowledged receipt of a written request from the Fire Chief relating to the need for new 

tires for Fire Department vehicles as a result of the annual State inspections.  The cost of the tires is 

$3,200.  Due to the Board’s policy authorizing Department Heads to spend up to $1,000 for matters not 

previously budgeted, Chief Lord is requesting approval of purchasing these new tires. 

MOTION: To authorize the Fire Chief to spend up to $3,200 for tires for Fire Department vehicles. 
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MOTION: M. Kasprzak 

SECOND: L. Smith 

UNANIMOUS 

 

MOTION: To go into non-public session at 7:36 PM, to discuss personnel (RSA 91-A:3) 

MOTION: L. Smith 

SECOND: M. Kasprzak 

UNANIMOUS 

 

MOTION: To resume in public session and seal the minutes of the non-public session, at 8:15 PM 

MOTION: M. Kasprzak 

SECOND:  L. Smith 

UNANIMOUS 

 

APPOINTMENT OF TAX COLLECTOR AND TOWN SECRETARY: 

The six month probationary periods for these two employees has ended.  L. Ruest stated that based upon 

satisfactory employee evaluations, she recommends permanent appointment for Stephanie Grant and 

Susan Ayer. 

MOTION: To appoint Stephanie Grant to permanent part time status as Tax Collector for a period of 

three years per statute. 

MOTION: L. Smith 

SECOND: M. Kasprzak 

UNAMINOUS 

 

MOTION: To appoint Susan Ayer to permanent part time status as Town Secretary. 

MOTION: M. Kasprzak 

SECOND: l. Smith 

UNANIMOUS 

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES:  8/19/15 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of August 19, 2015, as written. 

MOTION: M. Kasprzak 

SECOND: L. Smith 

UNANIMOUS 

 

MOTION: To adjourn at 8:24 PM 

MOTION: M. Kasprzak 

SECOND: L. Smith 

UNANIMOUS 
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