Conservation Commission January 10, 2013
Town of Hampton Falls 6:30pm, Town Hall

Meeting Minutes (DRAFT)

Present: Bobbi Burns (Chairman), Nancy Roka (Vice Chairman), Bonnie French, Kay
Graham, Dale Ohsberg, E. Bowers (secretary). Member of the public: Paul Melanson

Absent: Robert Wiener, JP Pontbriand, David Gandt, John Ratigan
Opened meeting at 6:34

Motion to approve November minutes as amended made by N. Roka, 2nd by K. Graham,
passed unanimously.

0Old Business:

Raspberry Farm: Jay Lord said he would set up a chainsaw practice session with his men
and cut the trees that have fallen across the trails.

A woman responded to the announcement in the newsletter about making trail maps. B.
Burns to walk the land with her.

B. Burns met with Tracy Degnan of the RCCD for the farm’s annual review. Only violation
was the pile of dirt left from the parking lot construction. Glen has since begun spreading it.
Also mentioned was the requirement of a NRCS conservation plan for the farm if it has
never been done. B. Burns emailed K. Ayers to check about this.

The RCCD is also interested in having the town lease a portion of the land for farming. Todd
Wagner has been approached. The NRCS has an up 50% cost-sharing opportunity for
farming and for removing encroaching invasive species.

T. Degnan also suggested doing a soil test to see what amendments may be needed.

K. Graham to email B. Burns the email of a neighbor who may be interested in heading up
the community garden project.

K. Graham motioned to approve $44 expenditure for materials in relation to the granite
blocks and gate, 2nd by B. Burns, approved unanimously.

Niebling: The BOS approved the easement, but SELT but SELT was recently told by the state
that easements require a warrant article unless RSA 41:14-a was previously adopted. The
BOS agreed to approve two warrant articles—one for Niebling and one to adopt RSA 41:14-
a.

Wetlands Regulations: E. Bowers did initial research into case studies of simplified wetland
grading. N. Roka suggested calling Amanda Stone of the UNH Cooperative extension for
information about the NH wetlands grading system. E. Bowers to call Lenny Lord and
inquire about towns already using a simplified grading system. E. Bowers to email N. Roka
and B. Burns with the progress of the inquiries and to come up with a draft of an updated
wetlands setback regulation for the February CC meeting.

Conservation: Rand Lumber offered to sell an approximately 20-acre parcel of landlocked
wetlands. SELT estimates the land at $30,000. CC declined to pursue.

The Rice’s (Map 6, Lot 14) are interested in an easement but wish to keep their property
private (land in partially in Kensington). They are looking for Hampton Falls and
Kensington to pay the cost of putting it into easement, estimated at $15,500 ($7,750 for HF).
B. Burns to call SELT to make an appointment to walk the land.
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Selective Cut: B. Burns to contact Mark West and Chris Merrill to see if they’d have any
interest in doing a cut of the town forest.

New Business:

Budget: B. Burns to send out date of the deliberative session so that the CC can send a
representative.

Hurd Farm: Also had an annual review by the RCCD and was cited for having ATV track
rutting, but not on the Hampton Falls boundary.

Biggi: Gained approval for trail clearing.

Roadside Cleanup: Date set for April 13th, with the 14t as a rain date. E. Bowers to draft an
announcement for the newsletter and to contact D. Gandt and J. Pontbriand for Cub Scout
and Boy Scout coordination. B. Burns to contact K. Michaels about Girl Scout involvement.

Closed meeting at 7:50. Next meeting: Thursday, February 13t at 6:30.

Submitted by E. Bowers, secretary.



